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Timeline of the activities 

The continuation of COVID-19’s containment measures 
resulted in the need to implement project activities mainly 
remotely (though without causing any particular inconve-
nience, given the experience gained during the previous 
year). Operationally, EFRIS’ staff was engaged in advo-
cacy, case management and trainings, while producing 
and disseminating also specific information materials 
addressed to UASC. During the year, the Guidelines on 
“Family Reunification of Unaccompanied Minors under 
the Dublin III Regulation” were finalized, and, once appro-
ved by the Italian Dublin Unit, presented to the public at 
an online launch event and disseminated through multiple 
channels (email, publication on various websites and online 
platforms, social networks). From a case management 
perspective, 2021 saw the continuation of complex cases 
involving the United Kingdom, Germany, and The Nether-
lands, thus consolidating the methodology designed and 
implemented during the previous year. 

Together with the start of detection and support activities 
for individual cases, project staff focused on identifying 
critical issues and good practices existing at national level 
on family reunification of UASC under Dublin III Regulation. 
To this end, 4 comparison forums were organized in stra-
tegic territories (Catania, Bojano, Trieste, Milan), with the 
participations of actors variously involved in family reuni-
fication procedures. The concluding event of year’s acti-
vities  was held in Bologna and attended by some of the 
most important institutions and stakeholders in the field, 
including the Italian Dublin Unit itself. The foundation was 
also laid for the creation of specific Guidelines on the topic.

The outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic in February 2020 has required a re-
shaping of originally planned activities to allow remote implementation and 
adjustment to the specific needs that arose during the period. Project staff, 
with the collaboration of the Dublin Unit, produced and disseminated  ad hoc 
information materials on the impact of pandemic containment measures on 
UASC family reunification procedures. Despite the complexity of the period, 
2020 represented an important year in the consolidation of EFRIS project and, 
in order to address some of the critical issues identified in the previous year, 
actions aimed at reinforcing the specific skills on family reunification of the 
staff employed at the reception facilities for UASC in Italy were added. While 
managing complex cases of reunification to the United Kingdom and Ger-
many, project staff relied on the support of associations and NGOs active in 
the two countries, thus expanding its transnational network.

Given the results achieved in the previous year, 2022 saw an expansion of project 
activities by adding, to advocacy, case management and capacity building, speci-
fic dissemination and awareness-raising actions: on one hand, greater emphasis 
was placed on communication, including the creation of an ad hoc information 
video on family reunification procedure; on the other, project staff conducted a 
study on the phenomenon of missing UASC, to investigate its connection with 
the issue of family reunification. In the field of case management, given the iden-
tification of an impressive number of UASC family reunification cases “incoming” 
to Italy (so-called “incoming” cases), mapping and detection of possible critical 
issues and existing needs was initiated, with extremely interesting results. During 
the year, a uniform Best Interest Assessment (BIA) model was also developed 
in relation to UASC family reunification procedures under Dublin III Regulation: 
the model, together with a Guidance on its compilation, were forwarded to the 
competent Authorities for appropriate evaluations. Finally, specific moments of 
listening and direct confrontation were carried out with sample groups of UASC, 
primary recipients of project activities.
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Guidelines on Family Reunion of UASC 
under Dublin III Regulation
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                     data provided half-yearly by the General Directorate of Immigration and Integration 
Policies
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2 multilingual leaflets

in Italian, Pashto, Tigrinya, Somali, Urdu, Farsi, 
English, French and Arabic.
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Guidelines

.CIDAS YouTube page
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The research is primarily based on the analysis of statistical data compiled by the   General Di-
rectorate of Immigration and Integration Policies at the Ministry of Labor and Social Policies by 
the Government’s Extraordinary Commissioner for Missing Persons, by the Department of Civil 
Liberties and Immigration - Ministry of the Interior  and, for the European level, by EUROSTAT, 
the Statistical Office of the European Union.  Reports and studies on the subject drafted by 
important institutional and non-institutional actors (EMN, Fondazione ISMU, Save the Children, 
EUAA, Missing Children Europe and others) have been considered as well. EFRIS staff bene-
fited also from the important contribution of the Government’s Extraordinary Commissioner for 
Missing Persons and the Italian District of Kiwanis organization.
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